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THE DIVINE ANOINTING.
N ancient prophet exclaimed, "I am full
of power by the Spirit of the Lord."
During all the ages God's elect instruments
for the advancement of his cause have always
been those who have been filled with the
Spirit. Such have ever proven themselves
mighty for the truth. Thus it was with John
the Baptist, who was universally recognized
as a divinely appointed messenger. The Lord
Jesus himself began his public ministry only
after the Holy Ghost had descended upon
him.
No men ever received such thorough training, preparatory to preaching the Gospel, as
the chosen twelve. For three years the Master devoted himself mainly to their instruction, that they might be fitted for their life
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mission; yet at the end of that time his command was, "TalTY ye in the city, until ye
be clothed with ppwer from on high." The
anointing of the Spirit was all-essential ere they
were qualified for the responsible work to
which they had heen called.
When at length-the promised baptism came
upon them we find it transformed the once
timid and illiterate disciples into bold and masterful witnesses for the truth, whose discourses
convinced multitudes that Jesus of Nazareth
was the Christ of God, the Saviour of the
world. While the Master was still with them
they had preached the Gospel and confirmed
the. word with miracles; but no such astounding results had attended their ministry as followed the pentecostal anointing. From that
day onwai'd their word was in power-power
such as the famous orators of Greece and
Rome had never wielded over their hearers.
The world was startled and confounded by
a new force in speech, a strange something
which was more potent in swaying the hearts
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and wills of men than any thing previously
attained by compliance with the rules laid
down by polished and learned rhetoricians.
Men from the lowliest ranks of society,
without wealth, prestige, or scholastic training, suddenly became mighty and successful preachers of doctrines both novel and
in conflict with the religions, philosophies, and
social systems of that age. Wherever they
went they made converts to the new faith.
Pentecost proved to be the inauguration of a
new era in the progress of God's kingdom,
prophetic of great things to the Church
during her entire future.
Splendidly equipped in every respect though
Paul was for the world-wide mission to which
God had ordained him, he nevertheless reminds the Corinthians that his speech and
preaching "were not in persuasive words of
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit
and of power."
The history of the Church furnishes many
other examples of the same glorious truth-
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that the baptism of the Holy Ghost confers
spiritual might upon all who receive it. On
the other hand, it is a fact well known that
one may be endowed with marked native talent and great personal energy; may possess
profound learning and all the training the
schools are capable of imparting; may be
thoroughly orthodox in doctrine and correct
in life; but if without the fullness of the Spirit
he will be found weak and unequal to the
work of the Lord. High mental endowments,
when crowned with the baptism of the Holy
Ghost, have made many of Christ's followers
mighty witnesses and influential leaders of his
militant host.
Broadest 'culture and deepest spirituality
are not incompatible, and have often been
found united. In proof of this we need but
instance Paul, Augustine, Luther, Wesley,
Jonathan Edwards, Bishop Simpson, and a
host of others who might be named. Spiritual giants have not rarely been intellectual
giants also. He in whom are hid all the treas-
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ures of wisdom and knowledge has ever delighted to impart therefrom abundantly t()
those in whose hearts his Spirit has had complete sway. Many of the most thoughtful
among the Christians of to-day believe that the
Church has, of late, fallen into the error of
attaching undue value, in the propagation of
the Gospel and in the direction of religious
affairs, to that which is purely natural, and
of ignoring to an alarming degree the superior
importance of the spiritual, mistaking intellectual brilliancy for power, unmindful of
the inspired declaration, "The kingdom of
God is not in word, but in power."
We would not be understood to decry culture; the more of it the better, both in the
pulpit and pew. It is never so valuable as
when associated with our holy Christianity;
but it can never prove a substitute for personal piety. The Church is certainly in duty
bound to keep abreast of the world's progress
and to adapt herself to the varying needs of
every generation. She has ever prospered as
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she has had the wisdom to do so. Her earliest years, however, shine out as the brightest
and best that have thus far been known in her
history.
One of the most striking lessons in the
teaching of the past, in the progress of God's
work, is this-that men filled with the Spirit,
be they who they may, have always and everywhere commanded attention, and have been
felt as a power for good. Results totally disproportioned to the natural powers employed
have often attended the efforts of individuals
of moderate ability. Men witnessing this
have marveled, as they did on the day of Pentecost. Sometimes they have sought to explain it by ittributing it to what they have
termed "personal magnetism; " but the secret
has been "power from on high."
It was this that made Carvosso, an unlettered Wesle/an class-leader, a marvel of spiritual success; it transformed John Nelson, a
stone-mason, into one of the mightiest laypreachers England has produced, and enabled
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Benjamin Abbott, a humble New Jersey
farmer, to win for Christ many most abandoned sinners; -and, in our own day, what a
distinguished case in point is D. I~. Moody,
the world-renowned evangelist! Thus God
has demonstrated again and again that it
is not by might nor by power, but by his
Spirit, that his cause is best promoted.
No one can receive this holy baptism without becoming a forcible witness for Christ.
It exalts the lowly above themselves, and enriches them with divine gifts and graces; supplements natural endowments and attainments
with those that are heavenly, and changes the
ordinary into the extraordinary.
We would not be understood to teach that
all who receive this fullness become thereby
eloquent in speech. In some the testimony is
borne by holiness of life rather than by the
lips; in others, both by word and life. Its
possession is not always attended by what is
called "success," even in religious work.
This no one call command; nor is it alwaYR

10

THE DIVINE ANOINTING.

granted even to the most devoted among the
Lord's servants.
This blessed anointing dispelHles not with the
necessity of study for the acquisition of religious knowledge; for here, as in things secular,
it is "the hand of the diligent that maketh
rich." It purifies the heart, quickens the conscience, enriches the religious experience, enlightens the understanding, and gives clearer
spiritual vision; it brings the life into more
complete conformity with God's will and the
soul into more intimate and blessed communion with Jesus Christ.
A heart aglow with sacred fire, setting other
hearts on fi're, is a poss~ssion of priceless
worth, and for usefulness excels all that genius
and scholastic training combined are capable
of conferring. It is God's choicest instrumentality for the conquest of this sinful world
and for the building up of believers in holiness. It is what St. John calls" an unction
from the Holy One." This Jesus promised
his apostles as they stood around him ere he
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ascended to the throne of glory. This he waits
to bestow upon everyone who, consecrating
himself to the Lord, will by faith seek it.
That it may be possessed by a community
of believers is evident from what we are told
concerning the apostolic Church in the book
of Acts. That the apostles urged the churches
of their day to seek it clearly appears in their
epistles. The choicest of all Heaven's gifts
is the birthright of every child of God. No
one is too lowly to be unworthy of it, and none
too wise or great not to need it. No Christian
is so weak but the Holy Spirit can make him
strong, and none is so strong as he in whose
heart this Spirit reigns supreme.
This blessing is gained, as the one hundred
and twenty obtained it, by habitually waiting
upon God in prayer. Thus Charles Wesley
teaches believers to expect, in the oft-sung lines:
"0 that in me the sacred fire
Might now begin to glow,
Burn up the dross of base desire
And make the mountains flow I
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"0 that it now from heaven might fall,
And all my sins consume I
Come, Holy Ghost, for thee I call;
Spirit of burning. come I
" Refining fire, go through my heart;
illuminate my soul;
Scatter thy life through every part,
And sanctify the whole."

Believer in Jesus, this precious experience
may be yours this very day. You need it for
the perfecting of holiness and. for the attainment of highest usefulness. You cannot do
the work to which God calls you without it;
nor can you know that fullness of joy which
it is your privilege to possess except this holy
baptism be received. Delay not, therefore,
to claim by faith your blessed portion.

